BIOGRAPHICAL lUCTIOiNARY.

ABU NASR AL-FARABI.

Abu Nasr Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Tarkhan Ifan Auzalagh al-Farabi the
Turk, a celebrated philosopher, the greatest, indeed, that the Moslims ever had, com-
posed a number of works on logic, music, and other sciences.    No Musulman ever
reached in the philosophical sciences the same rank as he, and it was by the study of
his writings and the imitation of his style that Avicena (i'oL L p. 4-40} attained pro-
ficiency and rendered his own works so useful.    Al-Farabi passed his youth in Farab,
the place of his birth, and then set out to travel.    After various peregrinations, he
visited Baghdad, where he arrived well acquainted with Turkish and some other lan-
guages, but ignorant of Arabic.    Having then commenced learning the latter lan-
guage, he mastered it completely and devoted his mind to the philosophical sciences.
On arriving at Baghdad, he found the celebrated philosopher Abu Bishr 31atta Ibn
Yunus (1), who was then far advanced in age, teaching logic in that city and possess-
ing the very highest reputation: every day crowds of pupils attended the lectures in
which he explained Aristotle's treatise on that subject, and al-Farabi filled seventy
volumes with the observations which he wrote down from the lips of that master.
As a logician (Malta) stood unrivalled; in his writings, he shone by precision of style
and subtility of elucidation, and he aimed at simplifying his meaning by develop-
ments and annotations.    It was therefore said by an able logician that the abilities
which Abu Nasr al-Farabi displayed in rendering the most abstract ideas intelligible
and expressing them in the simplest terms, could only be attributed to the tuition of
Abu Bishr {Malta}.   Al-Farabi attended his lessons,and always took his station among
the crowd of students who surrounded the professor.    Having thus passed a consi-
derable time, he removed to Harr&n, where he met Yuhanna Tbn Khailan (2), a
Christian and an able philosopher, from whom he learned some particular applica-
tions of the art of logic.    He then returned to Baghdad and studied the philosophical
sciences.    Having mastered all Aristotle's treatises> he acquired a great facility in
comprehending the ideas and the scope of that author's writings.    It is related that
the following note was found inscribed, in Abu Nasr al-Farabi's handwriting, on a
copy of Aristotle's treatise on the soul: ** I have read over this book two hundred